
the third seminar out of four in the project “in100 years” was about nature, science 

and technology. It was not about smart grids or welfare technology, though we 

need that too in order to move forward. At this seminar – “No fixes, pal!” – we were 

not only interested in the how part. We were also interested in exploring the why 

and the what. Fixes are okay, but we need to be prepared for transformations as 

well. We cannot only react to the future, we have to create it and live it – NOW.

From the seminar venue 2-3 November 2011, University of Copenhagen. 

By Gitte Larsen (ed.), House of Futures  

starting now

BACKGROUND AND CONTENT. The project ”in 100 years – 

starting now” is focusing on big picture thinking about pre-

ferred futures for sustainable societies in the long run. On 

seminar 3 “No fixes, pal!”, held 2-3 November at ‘Skovs-

kolen’, part of the University of Copenhagen, 60 scholars, 

desicion makers, practitioners and other visionaries partici-

pated in the one-year conversation about preferred futures 

2112. Get a sneak peak into the process and results of this 

seminar on the next pages. Read more about: 

-	�STARTING  NOW. Intro, including resume of speakers’ 

presentations, p. 3-5

-	� The mystery of Acorn Falls. A brief introduction 

to The Action Research of ‘In 100 Years’, p. 8-9

-	 Acorn Falls discovery.  p. 10-11

-	� A Reisende’s experiences in Acorn Falls. Inter-

view with Peder Agger, prof.Em. biology, former head of 

Danish Council of Ethics, Chairman of Planning Commit-

tee in The Danish Society for Nature Conservation, p. 12 

-	 �Personal stories from Acorn Falls, p. 13-17 

-	� sketch of scenario #1 and #2: man-made 

world and power of nature, p. 18

-	� Preferred future scenarios for sustain-

able societies 2112. At seminar 3 we presented the 

scenarios sketces and made them the object of group 

and plenum discussions. read about the comments, p. 

20-21

-	� Concrete initiatives and the need for new 

mindsets, p. 22-23

-	� Mind of nature. Opening remarks by Peder Agger to 

the workshop session ’Mind of nature’, p. 25 

-	� Urban minds / ‘system-us’. We need to design new 

forms of living, not new forms of city, p. 26-27

-	IT ’S IN THE AIR. Closing ritual, p. 28-29
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stine: billeder - evt. kortet, der 

gør det usynlige synligt, dvs. med 

laget ovenpå? 

starting now

a report from seminar 3 ”no fixes, pal!”, 2-3 novem-

ber 2011at ’skovskolen’ in nødebo, university of 

copenhagen.

The third session of the seminar at Skovskolen 2 November 

2011 was the performance installation “Acorn Falls”. The 

special travel agency of In100Y, Future Mind Tours, visited 

Acorn Falls that day in November from a far away future. 

The agents of Future Mind Tours thought that the seminar 

was such a significant event, that they travelled there to 

investigate it. They came to share with the participants what 

we could become, and what makes the acorn fall. 

	I n the city of Acorn Falls the participants met agent Line 

Loklindt, Louise Yaa Aisin, Iwona Rejmus, Sarah Volante, 

Gry Worre Hallberg, Madeleine Kate MacGowan and Inga 

Gerner Nielsen in the characters that inhabited Acorn Falls 

that day. Below is how Future Mind Tours introduced Acorn 

Falls to the seminar participants in the program:  

Dear Reisende,

On a cold day in Autumn, a group of people gathered to 

solve a mystery. The Mystery of Acorn Falls…

	A  map was handed to the group, granting them access 

to the parallel dimension of Acorn Falls. Some had been 

here forever. Others had moved them selves out of society, 

into the unknown forest, The Eternal Woods. Into the world 

of original experience.Like many other days, there were 

some strange winds blowing from the tree where all birds 

whistle and the tree where no birds whistle. There was 

always something in the air at Acorn Falls. The warm breeze 

of the Middle East. The chilly winds of The Sun Rise.

	T his day the wind stroked the trees in such a way that 

everybody knew it was a very significant day. The sound 

seemed to amplify a dimension of the area and questions 

repeatedly circled into the air: Why are we here? What 

brought you here? 

	A ccording to the measurements of Future Mind Tours, 

this day was destined to be a significant event. It was at a 

point of time which was at the waist of time. That spe-

cific place on an hourglass where all is Now, the eternal 

moment. People were compelled to point each other in 

different directions, sharing what was so familiar to some, 

and forgotten by others, sharing their significant event while 

maneuvering in the unknown.

	A s they walked through The Eternal Woods, one would 

point to something significant he unlocked in a dark corner 

of his own memory. Another would suddenly find the un-

expected occurrence, which led her to a landslide of new 

inventions. A third stepped into a dream once dreamt now 

becoming reality.

Some even found their way into the shed…

–	W hat is the final blow that makes an acorn fall?

–	W here does it land?

–	A nd who picks it up?

Because as we say in Acorn Falls: “The future’s in an 

acorn”

The map that maked the invisible of the mysterious city of Acorn Falls visible for the participants at the seminar.Participants 

were invited to walk and talk, sense and smell, get lost and found for 1,5 Hour in Acorn Falls.

By Gitte Larsen, Director House of Futures

At this two-day seminar we emphasized “the starting now” 
in the project ’In 100 Years – starting now’. We looked 
for the future in the present as it is embedded in tech-
nology, science and nature. We listened to international 
and Danish speakers and heard about their visions, their 
experiences, and their stories about living the future now. 
We debated and discussed long term futures and concrete 
initiatives – and we did also spend time in the mysterious 
city of Acorn Falls. 
	 On the second day of the seminar a smaller group of 
participants continued with workshops unfolding sustaina-
bility from two perspectives: 1. On the premises of man 
and 2. On the premises of nature, and we had a plenum  
discussion about the draft scenarios for sustainable socie-
ties in the long run. 

social technologies

The third In100Y-seminar was held in the element of air. 
Not only ’as in the winds of Autumn’ making the acorns 
fall to the ground, but also as ’in the minds of the partici-
pants’ eager to know how nature, science and technology 
can contribute in the creation of more sustainable soci-
eties.  With the title of the seminar – ”No fixes, pal!” – we 
at House of Futures wanted to indicate, that we do not 
believe in business as usual. There’s nothing wrong with 
fixing things, but it’s not at all enough in the long run. The 
’what and the ’why’ are as important to discuss as the ’how’ 
– perhaps even more important? 
	 The natural (or technology) sciences and the social 
sciences or the humanistic sciences, must (re)gain com-
mon ground. They’ll have to co-operate in order for us to 
deal with the challenges that are ahead. It’s pretty wild out 
there! That’s why we did not only go for the ’how’ and the 
fixes, pal, but also for the ’why’ and the ’what’ regarding the 
issues of the third In100Y-seminar. 
	 The long run seems to have a much larger role to play 
today that it did only a few years back. And everything is 
actually in the åir talking about the long term future. At 
the first In100Y-seminar I quoted Alvin Toffler. Allow me 
to do it again as he is the grandfather of Futures Studies. 
I quoted him for this conversation: He was asked by a 

Chinese business man how the Chinese people could stay 
Chinese in the future, and his answer was that nobody stay 
anything in the future. A better question would have been: 
How can we become Chineese of the future? 
	 We know so little about the future, and as Professor in 
Biology Carsten Rahbek, University of Copenhagen, said 
in the video interview shown at the seminar, we need to 
learn ’to move the unknown’. He also said that humans are 
at war with the micro organisms, and that humans are on 
the loosing side.   Not all would agree, and nobody has to. 
Most people are well aware that something is happening 
with what we call ’nature’, and most agree that the changes 
are man made. None of us knows what the biggest chal-
langes of the future hold. What we seem to know is that 
a whole bunch of things, institutions, doings and thinking 
are going to be re-defined and re-architectured. We need 
to experiment, and as Vaughan Lindsay, CEO of Dar-
tington Hall Trust in the UK, underscored in his presenta-
tion, but most organizations and businesses are not willing 
to do so. They are at Dartington – but they are also well 
aware that sustainable projects have to develop to be self 
financed during a couple of years. Dartington is a pione-
ering charity or a social enterprise − a place of experiment 
and education where the arts, social justice and sustaina-
bility come together. Vaughan Lindsay shared their doings 
and visions for the 1200 acre estate, where they welcome 
over one million visitors every year. Perhaps sustainability 
really is all about people and places? 
	 I’m sure we need old and new technologies to advance 
sustainable societies, and as you read this many are in-
vented. At the island of Samsoe they’ve succeeded not only 
in becomming self sufficient with renewable wind energy 
in less than 10 years, they even export wind power to the 
mainland. When I visited Samsoe Energy Academy last 
year, where Søren Hermansen told the story – as he did on 
this seminar as well – about how he and a few others got 
the green energy going at Samsoe. I was kind of surprised 
to learn that it had only little to do with sustainability or 
taking care of the environment in the first place. Instead 
it was about good business and cool cash, about building 
social relationships and community, and about education 
and mind shift – and perhaps it still is? To me Samsoe is 



:in100Y :in100Y4 5

a great example of user-driven innovation that actually 
works. If you have a goal and a vision and add hard work 
you can succeed.

The In100Y-seminars

“We don’t have to agree”, as Dominic Balmforth, now 
partner in House of Futures, said at the last seminar. And 
Steen Svendsen and I share the project management 
of the In100Y-seminars – even though we don’t always 
agree,. Mostly we find common ground, not as a compro-
mise but more as a promise. And I think that one of our 
aims gathering cross disciplinary participants for these 
seminars. 
	 How do we make a seminar like this a real and honest 
meeting between people, organizations and institutions, 
a meeting of promise to do good and stop fixing stuff the 
way we used to think that we could fix things.?
	 I think we need to open up the categories such as 
democracy, welfare, sustainability, growth, developments, 
business, politics, natural and social sciences, nature etc. 
We need to merge perspectives, and we hope these semi-
nars contribute to this process.   
 	 Let us just begin to live the future right now! We can 
decide today and get going. Hey, hey, you might think: 
Get going to where? That’s what the project ’ In 100 Years 
– starting now is about: Where do you want to go? What 
you need, and what do we need? What is needed? 
	 The first seminar was held in the element of water. 
Sailing through the streets of Copenhagen in the year 
2112. The second seminar was held in the element of 
ground, soil, of earth. Getting your hands dirty when we 

invited you to experience two dimensions of distant and 
yet nearby futures. The fourth and final seminar in January 
2012 will be held in the element of fire. It’s our future, 
love! The inner and the outer sustainability might count 
equal, as with the top-down and bottom up processes. The 
short term as well as the long term.    
	 The four elements are universal, no one would doubt 
them – neither their strengths nor weaknesses. We might 
be ONE with planet Earth as in the second mind set 
scenario? Water is the symbol of our emotions, the earth is 
our body, the air is our thoughts and the fire is our spirit. 
It not a religion, it’s just the 4 elements. All of them need 
your concern and attention, I believe, and that is why 
House of Futures makes performance installations part of 
the In100Y-seminars. To open our eyes and senses, to let 
us re-bring the poetic, aesthetic and somatic experience 
into the present being.
	 Every In100Y-seminar is something special not least 
due to the people who chose to take part. All of them 
are truly concerned about the future of the planet – and 
many of them are doing something about it. Many of the 
participants at the third seminar are spending their whole 
(working) life trying to make the world more sustainable. 
And it is a mystery and a puzzle why so many are aware 
of the problems and challenges we face and still too few 
are actually doing something about it. We hoped that the 
participants at this third seminar would help us with this 
mystery by telling us their stories, so we can learn from 
those and get more people involved in creating a sustaina-
ble 2112 – and so we did. Starting now!  

speakers at the third in100y-seminar

Vaughan Lindsay, CEO Dartington Trust Hall (UK)

Resume: Concrete examples of how centre of experiment 

are a key in proving that problems can be solved in new in-

genious ways by individuals who feel empowerment and can 

cooperate with other people. Dartington has a unique focus 

on generating money to be able to continue experimenting. 

And they focus on empowering people and providing the 

frameworks to make concrete initiatives possible. To create 

change on a large scale the following is needed: 1. Social 

acceptance, 2. Economic returns, and 3. Political will. 

Søren Hermansen, Samsoe Energy Academy (DK)

Resume: The Energy Academy at Samsoe was initially a 

hippie project, now a million dollar business project that 

generates interest worldwide. It is an example of how ambi-

tious local visionaries who were backed-up from the politi-

cal level succeeded in convincing local business to play 

an active part. It is also a very illustrative example of the 

challenges we have to face to obtain sustainability: People 

and organization. Once those two parameters are in place 

technology becomes an efficient tool.

Carsten Rahbek, professor at Department of 

Biology, Copenhagen University and director of 

Centre for Macroecology (dk) (video interview). 

Resume: How can we deal with the unknown? In Denmark 

my generation has lost contact with nature in comparison 

with my parents’ generation. His recent research focus 

has been on the issue of climate change and biodiversity, 

and he does not think that the main problem for the Danish 

and European species is climate change. Allready there is 

hardly any space left, where nature exists on its own terms. 

Climate change “just” amplify the negative effects that we 

humans have imposed on the habitats. And for 99% of the 

world´s species we do not know how they will be affected 

by rising temperatures.

Katherine Richardson, Professor in biological 

oceanography at the Faculty of Natural Sci-

ence, University of Copenhagen (DK)

Before the presentation, this text was read to the partici-

pants: “Welcome to the Global Virtual University providing 

education free of charge for all global citizens. Lectures are 

given in the language in which the lecturer feels most com-

petent and can be translated via the recipient’s computer to 

all other languages. However, the Global Virtual University 

accepts no responsibility for errors that may occur during 

the translation process. You are tuned in to the course, un-

derstanding how we got here, which addresses the history 

of humankind, and the lecture you are about to hear deals 

with the development of the Human-Earth Relationship 

since the beginning of recorded human history. The lecture 

was made available on-line from November 2nd 2111.”

Resume: Going from evolution on the very very long run 

to changing the conditions as quickly as we do presently 

challenges many areas of the system. We have to give 

the ecosystems a chance to recalibrate. Looking back the 

years around 2011 were a turning point. For years there 

was far too much focus on finding one solution. But once 

we started the deep cooperation between all academic 

disciplines changes began to set in.

wes jackson, the land institute (US)

Wes Jackson, founder and president of The Land Institute, 

shares his recommendations for the next 100 years, and 

he thinks we need to go beyond the industrial mind and 

instead look to nature’s economy in order to create a sus-

tainable society.

martin fluri, director, cradle-to-cradle den-

mark (DK)

Resume: Martin Fluri presented the principles of the Cradle 

to Cradle design process and explained how it is a design 

and redesign process that never stops. You can all the time 

improve a product in terms of sustainability, efficiency and 

preservation. Two areas of present focus is an effort to build 

according to the C2C principles, and an analysis of how to 

produce large container ships according to the C2C prin-

ciples. “Dare to dream!” was the message on the first slide.

Martin Lidegaard, Minister for Climate, Energy 

and Buildings (DK).  

Resume: Martin Lidegaard talked about his visions for a 

green future – including the 100 years’ perspective – and 

about the role of politics in creating sustainable societies. 

The minister aims to mobilize all areas of society to focus 

the efforts to exploit the big muscle power that the climate 

challenge holds. By making all parties cooperate, by mak-

ing people aware of the challenges we face and the many 

possible solutions on local, national and global level, we 

will be able to change our way of thinking and living to meet 

the challenges. 

Find the speakers’ presentations and blogs about them and 

the discussion, and watch the whole video interview with 

Carsten Rahbek and Wes Jackson at www.in100y.dk
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the mystery of  

Acorn Falls

a brief introduction to The Action Research of 

‘In 100 Years’

By Inga Gerner Nielsen, fiction pimp and partner House of 

Futures

In House of Futures we believe that opening up to other 
realms of experience and means of expression, will create 
deeply rooted and original ways of knowing about directions 
to take towards a certain future. Employing new methods 
of action research is a way to explore what happens in the 
minds of the participators in the process – and creating a 
new kind of empiric material to present as part of the docu-
mentation of the project ‘In 100 Years’.
	 On the third In100Y-seminar, we wanted to further 
solidify the combination of future studies techniques, per-
formance strategies and action research methods. The follo- 
wing presents the fiction and thoughts behind the concept 
and inquiry of Acorn Falls.

the concept of Acorn fAlls

On the first day of the seminar the participants will wander 
and wonder at noon – at the waist of time – around and ex- 
plore the landscape and mystery of Acorn Falls. Something 
is in the air! Some hidden knowledge, that can only be 
accessed by a crooked movement into something strangely 
familiar, referred to by some as ‘Das unheimliche’.
	 Acorn Falls is a parallel universe brought out by a map 

Future Mind Tours uses on different occasions, when we 
need to open up into the mystery of what caused the signi- 
ficance of a particular event. By different strange and com- 
plex techniques (that might be questioned, but promises 
no straight answers!), they create a setting in which they 
can explore what led one future to manifest and another to 
whither away. We posed the questions: “What is the final 
blow, that makes an acorn fall? And who picked up the 
acorn?” Exploring the mystery of Acorn Falls opens up the 
mystery of what brought the participants to this specific 
place in time. 

WhAt’s in the Air?

Tapping into this knowledge needs strange and complex 
methods. It is a matter of becoming aware of what you 
already know, but which might seem so obvious or so long 
forgotten, that you would never think to put it into words 
or share it in a conversation. Something that is locked in the 
dark corners of your own memory, in your family history, 
in some unsuspected occurrence that led to a land slide of 
a carrier, in the outskirts of society, in a story, at the root of 
civilization, in a dream or simply... in an acorn.

striking points

Future Mind Tours planted ten striking points in the area 
that will hit the different notes of consciousness (i.e. the 
conscious, the unconscious, the collective conscious, poetic 
mythological consciousness).The striking points were to 
be found in different sites of Acorn Falls, marked in the 
transparent map the participants got at the Threshold. Some 
striking points either involved a small performance created 
by either an agent of Future Mind Tours, a small poetic 

installation, an assignment or something that must be read 
etc. Some striking points caused an interaction between 
a performer and a participant or between the Reisende. 
Others were there as mere inspiration. At some selected 
striking points, empirical material were created and derived 
from the journey of the Reisende.

the methods

The participants or Reisende did not necessarily come to see 
or encounter all of the striking points, and there was not a 
specific chronologically order they should follow. The met-
hod of the striking points is to open up the curiosity of the 
place. As the special travel agency, Future Mind Tours, we 
wish to strengthen their senses and their awareness of the 
outer and especially inner landscapes. In this case the most 
important feeling to evoke was a sense of mystery, and if the 
work of Future Mind Tours seems strange and complex, it 
is because it is strange and complex. Our hope it that the 
Reisende will allow the strangeness to sink in and dive into 
new modes of knowledge productions regarding the future.
	 On each of the different journeys of Future Mind Tours 
(the four In100Y-seminars) we make sure to create set-
tings in which the Reisende can transform their experience 
into something to be shared in conversations of the Future 
Studies process of ‘In 100 Years – Starting Now’. 
	 We employ methods like qualitative interviews from 
the toolbox of the social sciences, but the inquiry of Future 
Mind Tours discoveries will always need to introduce new 
elements and techniques – and it’s presentation and analysis 
will vary a great deal from traditional social research. Some 
kinds of experiences are not easily translated into words. 
Their communication require the imagery of metaphors and 

bodily gestures. And much of the inner experience will stay 
in the inner landscapes of the Reisende. Many scholars de-
bate the mere possibility of documenting what actually hap-
pens during an interactive performance. The event happens 
in-between the mind of the participator and her encounter 
with the performance.
	 However, we insist on making a lot of experience and 
reflections of the Reisende available to us. In Future Mind 
Tours we believe them to be highly valuable in new kinds of 
alchemical hermeneutics; a mode of knowledge production 
in which the imagery of dreams and mythology are intert-
wined in the theoretical reflections and interpretations in an 
analysis or debate (read ‘Acorn Falls Discovery’ on p. 8). At 
some striking points we ask Die Reisende to give us small 
poetic donations representing their experience. At other - or 
in-between striking points - we recorded small dialogues 
and interactions with the inhabitants of Acorn Falls. Much 
of the material is used in the bricolage of photo and video-
material presented after each In100Y-seminar. 
	 After each seminar we also contact former and ask them 
to participate in longer a qualitative interview, specifically 
designed to help the interviewed go back in time and tell 
the story of their journey in Acorn Falls. The interviews 
provides us with so-called thick phenomenological descrip-
tions of the experience of the seminar, which we use to get 
at sense of what it was like to be a Reisende, in order for us 
to improving our skills as a büro reisende. We also use the 
materials from the interviews, to re-write the stories of the 
Reisende in order to present them as small true fictional 
travel-stories for people who have not had the pleasure of 
immersing into mysteries like Acorn Falls (read A Reisen-
de’s experience of Acorn Falls on p. 10).
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Acorn Falls discovery 

“Imagination and intuition are vital to our under-

standing. And although the usual popular opin-

ion is that they are chiefly valuable to poets 

and artists, they are in fact equally vital to all 

the higher grades of science. Even physics, the

strictest of all applied sciences, depends to an 

astonishing degree upon intuition, which works 

by way of the unconscious.” – C.G. Jung.

By Inga Gerner Nielsen alias Agent Nelly from Acorn Falls

Stay long enough in the Mystery of Acorn Falls and you 
might find out something that has actually been dawning 
on you for some time and might have tried to show itself 
in numerous forgotten dreams, but would never show itself 
in your awake common style of thought. Acorn Falls is an 
actual place existing in an awake dream state, between mind, 
matter and place. Through your submission to its mystery, 
it should be possible for you to re-search old memories – or 
turn over ideas of the future that has been lingering in the 
unconscious, now unlocked in your conscious by the im-
pression and strangely unfamiliar and familiar imagery and 
sensation of Acorn Falls. 
	 As a Future Mind tour agent I obviously spend a lot of 
time in there working to open your eyes to invisible sights 

of the place by embodying it as Nelly, one of its ensemble 
of eternal inhabitants. I often take time to wander around, 
haunted by the sense of having lost something important 
that I need in order to move forward. 
	 These days one of my great interests of research is the 
root-images of theories and paradigms in general. Ever 
since we started creating visions of ‘In 100 Years’ I have been 
spiralling around the central question; from which root-
meta-phors should we try to spring a mind shift? And how 
would we discover and explore the significance of such ima-
ges? And lately due to the themes of technology and nature 
that are a natural part of the scenarios of ’In 100 Years’, I 
have recently been contemplating the part technology plays 
in creating the images of the future – and vice versa. But 
these things were not really on my mind, walking around 
Acorn Falls. Actually it even came as a surprise to me, how 
Acorn Falls and Nelly would help me return to and inspire 
new ways of relating to these questions.
	 I had Nelly’s monocular around my neck and a looking 
glass in my pocket. At first I did not use these instruments 
much, because I was inclined to blindfold myself in order to 
amplify the sound of the wind in the trees. But I found that 
I felt much more compelled to actually seeing the forest than 
to looking into the reddish darkness of my eye-lids. So I took 
off the blindfold and kneeled to start enlarging the grass and 
its insects with my looking-glass. After some time I looked 
up to see the forest turned up-side down in the looking-glass. 

This was when I discovered my self-reflection in the glass. I 
have projected myself into many fictional worlds, but I had 
never seen myself quite like this before. I kept staring into the 
looking glass and smiled at myself at the thought of Narcissus 
who had unknowingly fallen in love with his own reflection 
in the pond of another eternal woods. 
	 People today know this myth, and they are extremely 
aware of how they appear in the mirror, because it guides 
them in imagining how they appear in the eyes of other 
people in their daily lives. But do they look for more than 
that in their own reflection? Staring through the transpa-
rency of my own reflection in the looking glass and the fu-
sing blurry colours and shapes of the forest, I thought about 
Alice and how she had fallen through the looking glass, 
projecting herself into a strange land of great wonder. Do 
people today look beyond the apparent self-reflection? Into 
the invisible worlds of dreams, mythology and imagery?
	 I would not have thought of this without the looking 
glass,  and I thought:  “Seeing yourself for the first time 
in Nature by the means of an instrument of technology. 
Please describe how you see yourself.” I repeated as I ap-
proached other characters and Reisende in Acorn Falls 
in order to share my discovery. Holding the looking glass 
up in front of them, I instructed them to search for and 
describe their reflections and how they saw themselves 
self-exploring the world of Acorn Falls. 

	 Then two things finally dawned upon me. First of all, 
using technology is a great way of making the invisible 
visible. It is done brilliantly by many film-makers and 
other visual artists. Secondly, this felt like a significant 
image with an almost mythological quality to it; going into 
nature and using technology to explore how you see your-
self with technology. The image of my discovering myself 
through the looking-glass is still inspiring my thought, and 
I have no final interpretation of it. Could it be one of the 
root-images bridging the return to nature – imagination 
and technology in one gesture? 
	 I asked Agent Olsen and Agent Reimus to help me 
find a method to validate it in terms of its quality as a 
new mythic image. And I am currently waiting to hear 
from that department. I hear they already validated other 
discoveries of Reisende in the form of statements such as 
“the consumer needs to become a citizen again”, or “seeing 
colours differently from other people will not get me 
locked up in an asylum”. And even – with some difficulty – 
a scenario called the ”Power of Nature”.

This is part of the work, that Future Mind Tours do when 
we’re not out helping you travel in time. Discussing and expe-
rimenting with techniques and methods that might be used to 
create the science of 2112. 

“The most beautiful experience we can experience is the mysterious. It is 

the source of all true art and science.” – A. Einstein

“He never got to enter ’The Shed’, but imagined that it could be some kind 

of spiritual space, and that it might have provided a space for the mind and 

body to relax. Dedicated to the notion on a balanced emphasis on body 

and soul, Peder would infact have liked to engage in such a space. He later 

learned what was in ’The Shed’ in a conversation with another Reisende, 

who had won a game granting him access. In return Peder shared his own 

experiences,’ and their conversation turned a new corner on the subject of 

encounters with the unknown.” – from an interview with Peder Agger. Read 

more about his experiences from Acorn Falls on the next page.
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a reisende’s experiences in 

acorn falls

Interview with Peder Agger, prof.Em. biology, 

former head of Danish Council of Ethics, Chair-

man of Planning Committee in The Danish Society 

for Nature Conservation. 

By Inga Gerner Nielsen

Before the Reisende went out doors to experience Acorn Falls 
a video produced by Future Mind Tours were shown in the 
audit. Watch it here: http://in100y.dk/videos/video-seminar-3/

The wind in the trees and metallic noises from the sound 
scape of the future Mind Tours video made Peder associate 
to the universe of ‘Stalker’, a film by the Russian director 
Andrei Tarkovsky. Many years had passed since he last saw 
the film. He only remembered the image of a man wande-
ring through a world of empty sewer ponding, looking for 
fragments of an old life that had almost vanished complete-
ly in moss and ferns. Peder instantly immersed into what 
he felt to be it’s dystopian mod. This atmosphere suited his 
own vision of the future rather well; Peder generally thinks 
that way too many visions of the future are like the graphics 
illustrations of new architecture, picturing places where the 
sun always shine on the chronically happy people walking 
around in a scenery of un-naturalistic nature. 
	 Going to ’The Threshold’ of Acorn Falls, Peder tal-
ked to a few other Reisende, he had talked to on other 
journeys of ‘In100 Years’. In the gymnastic hall, they were 
handed a transparent map that lead them on their way, but 
they quickly went in different directions. Peder thought 
it was best to walk alone. First stop on his journey was on 
’Memory Lane’, where he took a quick look into an old 
class room. The room was crowded as many other Reisende 
had quickly found their way into this part of Acorn Falls. 
However, it was not until at little further into his journey, 
that Peder would venture into his own child hood memory. 
	 On his way to ’The Machinery’, he saw a woman 
balancing and singing on a tree trunk. To her right was an 
open field with a striking point called the ’Waist of Time’. 
Peder noticed a bunch of hour glasses and a pair of rub-
ber boots fixed in the dark mud of path leading into ’The 
Swamp.’ He stopped when he heard someone knocking 
on a window. A woman with a white hat waved at him, 
letting him know that he should come on into ’The Hour 
Glass Inn’ – a place Peder recognized to be a classic bar for 
lumber jacks. The woman introduced herself as Pam and 
told him that she collected and studied significant events. 
Peder felt privileged to engage in a conversation with Pam, 

who quickly led him to share a childhood memory about 
him and his father, who had seen a bird preying for a 
mouse. An event he thought to think of, when asked what 
had fueled his growing interest in - and later professional 
work with nature. Another memory also came to his mind, 
when thinking of an existential turning point in his life. 
He suddenly remembered it so clearly; the dream image of 
himself dancing in a circle of fire and devils. This particular 
dream had showed him that he should embrace the evil 
and waking up suddenly he felt confident that he would 
now make a difficult but necessary change in his love life. 
He was thrilled that meeting a stranger in a place like 
Acorn Falls, had made him recall such specific memories 
and personal dreams and hoped that his fellow Reisende 
have had similar experiences in other parts of Acorn Falls. 
	 Walking away from ’The Hour Glass Inn’, he felt that 
his mind was recharged, and he was now curious to see 
more things before lunch. At the striking point ’The Air is 
Static’ he lid a fire among a group of other buzzing Rei-
sende and then walked deeper into the indigo and orange 
woods heading for ‘The Shed’. The place was surrounded 
by different kinds of rumors and surprising dangers. Peder 
thought someone should have put up warning signs to make 
them aware of what he thought to be the potential threats 
and man-traps of the forest. He never got to enter ’The 
Shed’, but imagined that it could be some kind of spiritual 
space, and that it might have provided a space for the mind 
and body to relax. Dedicated to the notion on a balanced 
emphasis on body and soul, Peder would infact have liked 
to engage in such a space. He later learned what was in ’The 
Shed’ in a conversation with another Reisende, who had 
won a game granting him access. In return Peder shared 
his own experiences,’ and their conversation turned a new 
corner on the subject of encounters with the unknown. 
	 On the last part of his journey through Acorn Falls, 
Peder passed by ’Trix and Truxters’, where Agent Rejmus 
and Agent Olsen were conducting their special inquiry. 
Peder liked this playful method. In times of great doubt we 
need alternative measures like asking the hand throwing a 
rock to give us an answer to a question. Peter recognized 
the dynamics of the mind in the gaps between a conscious 
and unconscious state; an intuitive idea of the seemingly 
unknown answers that might make you trick yourself 
into twisting your grip slightly in the wanted direction. 
Peder feels that making decisions can sometimes be so 
difficult, that you are forced to either decline from acting 
at all or simply just believing and trusting your intuition. 
This resembles why he appreciates the approach of ‘In 100 
Years - Starting Now’. Building in these kinds of journeys 
and experiments dissolves boundaries and categories, and 
enables people to float freely between things in the process 
of forming opinions and making necessary decisions.

Trix and Trucksters. With the sky high and the tools 

in the right places, Agent Rejmus and Agent Olsen were on 

the spot, ready to test any thought, reflection or conclusion. 

The methods of Agent Rejmus and Agent Olsen are classic 

Future Mind Tours methods, and have been handed from 

generation to generation. As some may have seen, these 

methods have also influenced the acclaimed director David 

Lynch. When a Reisende felt ready to test her conclusions, 

Agent Olsen would go into a verbal exchange with her, 

choosing the correct method. Next Agent Rejmus would get 

involved, executing the method together with the Reisende. 

After a couple of stone throws and wordplays, the conclu-

sion would have been tested and turn out ‘valid’ or ‘non-

valid’. An excellent process for anyone who believes in the 

structured logic the mysteries of this world hold.

The Shed.Many Reisende found The Shed, even though 

it was well hidden in the deep orange of the woods. As the 

center of the mystery of Acorn Falls, it lured the Reisende 

in, some got lucky others had to wait in vain. The Reisende 

were greeted by the wooden closed doors, told to wait and 

after some time they were invited to throw the dice. The 

winners could enter. As all good mysteries, this mystery 

will stay unsolved. So the story about what Reisende found 

on the other side of the wooden door, will not be exposed 

now, or ever... The only element to be aired, and one thing 

which is for certain, they all became one with the woods.

Robertsons Choice. When strolling up the well defined path fol-

lowing the woods, maybe still considering if one was to surrender to 

the ‘original experience’ of the golden forests, hysteric yells would 

probably have become more and more distinct, holding the attention 

of the Reisende. In a tree a female habitant of Acorn Falls and a fellow 

Reisende stood screaming. By the foot of the tree a wooden ritualistic 

formation was presented, ‘cross here and you will never be the same 

again’ the air seemed to sing. 

http://in100y.dk/videos/video-seminar-3/
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Personal stories from 

Acorn Falls

one of the purposes of the performance in-

stallation ‘acorn falls’ was to unfold person-

al stories of the participants alias ‘reisende’ of 

‘in 100 years’. Get a sneak peak from conversa-

tions with Agent Pam from the mysterious city 

of Acorn Falls in ‘the Hourglass Inn’ during mid 

day session on 2 November. Do remember that 

it’s always a question about what makes the 

acorn fall, and who picks it up. 

By Gry Worre Hallberg alias Pam from Acorn Falls

Greetings from Pam: ”Hi, my name is Pamela, or I’m bet-
ter known as Pam here in Acorn Falls. I study fictions. Yes, 
really - it’s what I do. Right here in The Hourglass Inn. I 
just love them. Why? I’ll tell you. You see, I’ve found that 
what makes a great narrative is a significant event in the 
life of the main character. A specific moment in time and 
space where everything changes. Where the life path of 
that person is turned upside down. A u-turn. A moment 
of clarity. A striking point. A significant event. So before 
this day life has passed away - hour after hour, day after 
day, year after year ”like sand through the hourglass so are 
the days of our lives” - But the it happens, that moment. 
And life no longer goes on like before. Something has 
changed.

–	 “Back in 1989 my professor in the Technical Univer-
sity; Finn Bro-Rasmussen gave a lecture on industrial 
pollution from the chemical factories. His passion and 
knowledge was a turning point for me in the fight on 
environmental issues.”
–	 “A critical turning point in my life was the death of my 
first functioning ego and the crisis that this brought. The 
space freed in this process was frightening and inspired 
me to look for proper descriptions of the phenomenon. I 
found it within spirituality. The processes in consciousness 
are parallel to the processes in nature and have therefore 
impacted my study of biodiversity and creativity and the 
relationship between humans and nature. And I realize 
that an empty space is the precondition for love and evo-
lution.” 
–	 “Kenya 2009. Moment of clarity - Youth seminar with 
activists from all over Africa. The purpose was to align 
globally, but we stepped ourselves with arguments. A girl 
suddenly stood up and told her story, from growing up 
in the slavery of Nairobi being a lawyer today. Planted a 
hope. I cannot go back. I know I can make a change.”
–	 “March. 1982. When I began my graduate program 
in Future Studies, I was surprised to find many professors 
critical of Future Studies. It was a struggle to maintain my 

focus on futures as asking the ‘right questions’. My turning 
point was the first time I attended the Dubrovnik Interna-
tional Futures seminar, where I discovered an entire global 
community asking deep questions about the long-term 
future of people and the planet. I met My tribe!”
–	 “When I was 18 and decided to leave everything. I left 
school and went with a beautiful stranger. We hitchhi-
ked out into Europe with only 100 Danish Kroner in my 
pocket and new eyes. I knew I would never turn back and 
I didn’t. I found that people are good. I think I was free. 
And I will never forget how it felt. It gives me hope for all 
of us. People are good. The world is beautiful even when it 
stings.”
–	 “16th of April 2009. The tipping point. Change of 
cause. Fulfilling the quest. Starting a new journey of my 
life. Making the promise to my dead father that I will 
follow a new path. Starting the new quest took me three 
months and has brought me to my present position at my 
new job, making it possible not only to make change, but 
to BE change.”
–	 “In a meeting with 4-5 colleagues a strong voice said: 
“I’m so tired of this!!” Nobody else heard the voice but me. 
It made me change my way of life and work.”

standing in the line together with other Rei-

sende waiting to get in to the little cottage 

where the candle lights were flickering, and 

the music was playing softly: 

Islands in the stream 

That is what we are 

No one in-between 

How can we be wrong 

Sail away with me to another world 

And we rely on each other, ah-ah 

From one lover to another, ah-ah”

– Dolly Parton & Kenny Rogers

in the hourglass inn Reisende got the chance 

to tell their personal story about why they 

decided to be a professional within the field of 

sustainability and go for a better future. one – 

but not the same. 

	 Now, one of the great mysteries of our lives is that 
we all know that somethings need to be done, but no-
one does anything about it. And I’ve also learned that 
all of you Reisende are all here because you actually do 
something in this great world of ours. Now, that gets me 
curious. Curios to learn something about that point in 
time where you decided to act. That significant event of 
yours. Now, do you have a moment in time like that, that 
you’d like to share with me?”

personal STORIES 

–	 “I have two turning points in my life. 1. When I 
dreamt that I was evil. We were dancing in a circle of 
devils and I learned that it was ok, as long as it was only a 
dream. After that I made the decision to leave my former 
fiancé to benefit of my present loving wife. 2. When my 
father and I watched a hinting buzzard together. Key 
words in my life is nature and justice.”
–	 “1968. Due to sickness I left the original path and 
made a ’turn around’ and went to high school and after 
this to the university to become a researcher.”
-	 “What happened on September 11th 2001 opened my 
mind. The conclusion I made was that it was because of 
oil. My focus since then has been to create awareness of 
this through art. How do we create a new awareness and a 
new world/earth?”
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on the second day of the seminar we had lunch 

in the ‘kåte’, which is a large tiipie from finland. 

while eating, søren steen olsen and steen 

svendsen from house of futures presented the 

sketches of the two mindset scenarios for a 

sustainable future. afterwards the participants 

were asked to walk around ‘acorn falls’ in 

pairs discussion the scenarios before the ple-

num session in the audit.

sketch of scenario #1: man-made world

Geologists, biologists and climate scientists are telling us 

that Earth’s metabolism is changing significantly, and that 

human activities are the main driving force behind this. We 

realize that when we put our minds to it, we can develop 

technologies, organizations, political institutions and busi-

ness models that allow us to prosper in ways that do not 

jeopardize the planet. Collectively, we are approaching a 

state of global stewardship in which we manage our planet 

rationally, like any sensible landowner would his property.  

sketch of scenario #2: power of nature

We are part of the world – we are ONE. The global family 

share a common biology and collective consciousness, 

and we know we are rooted in nature. On a deeper level, 

these are sources of meaning that we all tap into, regard-

less of nationality or culture. Some stress our common 

DNA, the laws of nature, evolution and our dependence 

on Earth’s ecosystems. Some draw on religious imagery 

of an almighty Creator. And some rely on ancient wisdom 

and myths, emphasizing commonality and civility among 

humans. Mankind is maturing and tends to become an 

integrated organic part of the world’s ecosystem.
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Preferred future scenarios 

for sustainable societies 2112
tionalised agenda on sustainability and moving the issue 
beyond environment vs. growth; optimism vs. pessimism; 
alarmism vs. complacency.  

Where are the specific steps to sustainability? 

Coming from the other end of the spectrum from philoso-
phical debates, some comments drew attention to the lack 
of specifics of the scenarios. Sustainability as an end goal 
is all very well, but we need to think through how to get 
there, and to grapple with the massive barriers that any ef-
fective steps and policies will run up against. For instance, 
reducing or eliminating emissions of GHG will require 
radical changes to our pattern of production and consump-
tion. Is it even feasible in practice to reduce car traffic in 
modern society? Is it feasible to reduce our consumption 
of meat in favour of a more ecologically sustainable diet? 
Will we, for example, be able to devise, adopt and imple-
ment tax regimes that promote such behaviour? Some 
participants felt that such issues are immediately pressing 
and seem to demand more attention than the scenarios are 
giving them.  One response to this would be that the two 
sketches are aimed at the underlying question of which 
type of mindset that might facilitate and drive the effective 
addressing of such issues. 

What about the not-preferred futures?

Positive visions and preferred futures may be important, 
but some participants saw a need for stressing the conse-
quences of not taking action, or not succeeding in actions 
taken in order to achieve sustainability. “Business as usual 
is not an option” as one buzzword goes. But what if we fail 
to change our business as usual ways? “We don’t want 90% 
to die”, as one participant put it. 
	 The House of Futures team recognise the need for this 
perspective and will draw the contours of a baseline scenario 
in order to demonstrate the need for transformation. IPAT 
and IPCC scenarios lend themselves easily to this objective. 

Suggestions for third scenarios

Participants had a number of ideas for additional or 

alternative scenarios to supplement the two that were put 
forward. At least the following came up: 
-	� “Redesign man” – Given prospective developments in 

genetic engineering, biomimicry, materials technology, 
medicine etc. it is eminently conceivable that we in the 
course of the next 100 years will be able to improve 
and enhance the human body. This could be done in 
general, but also conceivably in a conscious effort to 
adapt humans to any changed and/or unfavourable 
conditions in our environment. Just to suggest the 
scope of imagination: We could produce human bodies 
without lungs that don’t depend on breathing oxygen.

-	� “Ants” – Ants is a highly successful species which inha-
bits almost every part of Earth and on some estimation 
have a combined body mass exceeding that of humans. 
This has been achieved without upsetting any ecologi-
cal balance the way humans are doing it. So, how about 
a scenario in which we learn from ants?

-	� “The uncivilised world” or “nature for nature’s sake”– 
scenario title that came up as alternatives to “Power of 
Nature”. The idea is to have one scenario take nature’s 
perspective instead of having  an exclusively anthropo-
centric view of the future

-	� “More time” – it was put forward that if you ask 
children what they wish for, most will tell you that they 
want more time with their family. Not Play stations or 
other material gadgets – more time together. This point 
to the notion that we should aim at channelling our 
pursuit of material things which impacts negatively on 
environment and sustainability into other pursuits that 
are ultimately more meaningful to humans. Human 
relationships, music, the arts, communication, etc. 

Obviously the scenario sketches are far from being final 
scenarios. But they are a beginning, and this session gave 
us a lot of inputs and inspiration for their further develop-
ment. We are very grateful for all the excellent contributi-
ons that we received. There is a lot to work with as we are 
approaching the conclusion of the project. 

Caveat/disclaimer on the construction of scenarios

Sketching out a baseline scenario for sustainability and growth for the next 100 years is virtually a fool’s errand. It is 

scarcely possible to make any plausible straight extrapolations from historic trends a hundred years into the future. To see 

this, one needs only look back 100 years and try to find the historic trends that would extrapolate in any direct fashion 

from 1911 to now. And if that seems difficult even with the benefit of hindsight, try imagining people in 1911 attempting to 

predict a century of so much change and turmoil as the one we got. 

	D epending on your perspective today, the world of 1911 looks stagnant and boring, or poor, cruel and dangerous – or 

maybe pure, harmonious and innocent. It is definitely very foreign to the world we live in now – yet it undeniably contained 

the seeds of the present. In the same way the present contains the seeds of the future, but it’s very unlikely to unfold in 

any straightforward way. That is why we need scenarios to get a better feeling of the enormous range of possible futures in 

the next 100 years, including how we might try to shape the future and create the ones we prefer. Read more about how 

House of Futures work with sustainable societies in the long run at www.in100y.dk

that we call them sketches. They describe two different 
mindsets rather than two different futures. 

We need both! 

Perhaps as a consequence of the mindset-oriented ap-
proach, the scenarios weren’t perceived by all participants 
as being mutually exclusive. On the contrary, some saw the 
“Man-Made World” mindset as a necessary consequence of 
the equally necessary “Power of Nature” mindset.  This was 
based on an understanding that humans are part of nature 
and that we need to realise this before we can face up to 
our responsibilities – and the formulation becomes, as one 
participant put it: “We have to know who we are, before we 
can decide what to do”. The implication is, roughly, that the 
“Power of Nature” scenario would be the one defining our 
thinking, while “Man-Made World” is defining our actions. 
Based on these assumptions we are getting closer to the one 
preferred future for sustainable societies.

Essence: Are we part of nature?

The above mentioned line of discussion was interwoven 
with an even more fundamental and/or philosophical one 
concerning the relationship between man and nature.  The 
emphasis in the “Power of Nature” scenario on humans as 
one with nature – and their assumed deep realisation of 
this – sparked a debate on how to perceive this relationship. 
	 Are we nature, and if so, how can we consciously re-
define our relationship with nature/ourselves? Comments 
like “We are nature reflecting on itself ” and “Our consci-
ousness is founded on an ability to dialyse – to perceive 
ourselves as entities distinct from the world around us. 
Small children cannot do that”. 
	 Some participants reflected on the power of nature 
to quickly take over abandoned human structures, like 
buildings. Others pointed out that even these human 
buildings must be considered part of nature, given that 
humans are part of nature. It’s a debate that touches on 
fundamental concepts and perceptions with aspects of 
philosophy, identity, anthropology, and even spirituality 
and religiosity. 
	 Given the scope of the scenarios and, indeed, the pro-
ject ’In 100 Years’, it is not surprising that this discussion 
comes up. Whether it can be resolved is another matter, 
but it reminds us of the importance of these dimensions 
when we are working with sustainability and growth in a 
100 years’ time frame. To some extent this is what the pro-
ject is about – opening up the well-established and institu-

At seminar 2 we presented sketches of two 

scenarios and got some initial reactions and 

thoughts from participants. Here at seminar 

3 we presented the scenarios again and made 

them the object of group and plenum discus-

sions. 

By Søren Steen Olsen and Steen Svendsen, futurists and 

partners House of Futures

In the afternoon session participants were asked to discuss, 
what they thought of the two outlined scenarios, and 
secondly if they had ideas for a new and third scenario. 
They were given the opportunity to discuss these questi-
ons in pairs as they walked the 15 minutes distance from 
the tipi where lunch was served by an open fire, and back 
to the lecture hall. Here, they were let loose to give their 
impressions, which they duly did, in a constructive, critical, 
thoughtful and idea-rich manner. 
	 This input is extremely helpful to the House of Futures 
team and the further development and qualification of the 
scenarios. Below, we have summarised some of the main 
themes and comments.

Meta: What is the purpose of the scenarios?

Not all participants are used to working with the scenario 
tool so commonly applied by futurists and there was a cer-
tain uncertainty as to what the purpose is. This is a meta-
discussion which is highly relevant and reasonable. The 
answer is they are intended to represent different ways of 
achieving sustainability, including giving different stories 
and understandings of what sustainability actually means. 
	 Thus, they are a means of conceptually reducing the 
vast complexity of looking 100 years ahead, while still 
leaving room for different views and approaches to the 
discussion. Also, they would provide useful sketches of 
visions for the 100 year future – in the sense that if we 
have a positive vision of the future, we can start planning 
and working towards them in a systematic way, thus con-
sidering our present actions in the light of the preferred 
in a fruitful and constructive way. “In 100 years – starting 
now!”, as the by line of the project goes.
	 A line of comments touching on this meta-theme 
came actually from one of the futurists present. He que-
stioned whether the two scenario sketches are really scena-
rios at all, given that they are not really descriptions of a 
future 100 years from now. This is true, and is one reason 
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Concrete initiatives and the need for new mindsets

By Søren Steen Olsen and Steen Svendsen, futurists and partners House of Futures 

In the morning session participants were asked to relate to the two scenarios presented in a shorter term perspective and 
titled “Urban Minds / Man made world” and “Mind of Nature / Power of Nature”. Participants were divided in nine 
groups – 4 groups working with Urban Minds and 5 groups working with Mind of Nature. Firstly, the participants were 
asked to identify specific initiatives that are advancing the sustainability agenda of the scenario they were working with. 
Secondly, the participants were asked to identify the need for – if any – a new mindset. Below, we have summarised the 
main responses.  

Urban Minds /

Man Made World

- Bornholm congress center, Denmark

- Political “technology”

- Bike-train-bike (BTB)

- Urban farming

- New technologies for self-sustaining cities 

- Public initiative (light rail in Aarhus)

- Totnes transition town

- Distortion Copenhagen (social technology)

- Industrial symbiosis – waste management

- Building regulation – in 2020 all buildings has to be energy+

- Carbon pricing – private people can sell c-waste

- Public Purchase should be sustainable

Mind of Nature / 

Power of Nature

- �Biomimicry foundation – 10 rules of biomimicry as design criteria for excellence. E.g. Wes 

Jacksons initiatives in perennial agriculture.

- �Establishing quantitative validations for supporting and facilitating ecological services (ecosys-

tem services).

- �Sourcemap.org – awareness of resource sourcing, implications for social justice and natural 

justice.

- Local initiatives as seen in Totnes, UK and Nørrebro in Copenhagen

- Rio +20

- Global village – design education (UNESCO)

- �Local or global – local not enough but necessary. Common sense – has to be possible to repli-

cate all over. Sharing knowledge.

- �Example with making our own vegetable, meat e.g. in your garden.

- �Diversity amongst both nature and people. We need a mind shift to learn our kids about the 

more traditional way of things.

- Bhutan Gross national happiness index which among other contain state of nature.

- Svanholm as a large scale ecological (and social) experiment/demonstration project.

- �Copenhagen´s food community. There are now 4 stores where members can buy local organic 

vegetables and do volunteer work. 

- EU Nature 2000 initiative

- Hydro biological restoration in Grib Skov, Denmark

- Skjern Å, Denmark restoration project

Name up to 3 new initiatives / projects that are advancing the sustainability agenda of Urban Minds / 

Mind of nature in important ways applying science and technology.

Point at the 1-2 most 

urgent mind sets we 

need to address now. 

From what mind set to 

what mind set?

From a mindset To a mindset

Urban Minds - No mistakes

- “Janteloven”

- From my stuff

- Youth values / individualistic

- Space, buildings, structures

-

-

- Static

-

-

- Reduce bad

- Cost price

- Embrace mistakes

- Frontrunner

- To sharing

- We-me-we

- �Reinvent local, nearby adventures and experi-

ences

- Renting things

- �Living, relations, experience, interaction, com-

munity

- Flow

- Do good

- �Sustainability price. Include environmental 

impact in pricing

Mind of Nature - Short term obsolescence 

- Engineering (mechanism)

- (Hacking code)

- Limited systems thinking

- Short sightedness

- As a consumer

- Symptom, relief thinking

- (hunger…everything)

- Hardware

- Material consumption

- Individualism 

- From getting

- Using space

- Valuing material growth

- Long term permanence

- Ecology (organism)

- (Hacking DNA)

- Being part of something bigger

- Part of a cycle

- Where you are a producer

- Prevention

-

- Music i.e. immaterial consumption

- Collective thinking 

-

- To giving

- Valuing freeing space
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mind of nature

Opening remarks to the workshop session ’Mind 

of Nature´, 3 November 2011.  

By Peder Agger, Prof.Em. biology, former head of Danish 

Council of Ethics, Chairman of Planning Committee in The 

Danish Society for Nature Conservation. 

As an opening to our discussion on where we are 100 
years from now, I have prepared the following 8 ‘slides’.

number I:

-	 The universe and Mother Earth is our origin.
-	 We have evolved through evolution.
-	 We are totally dependent on nature
-	 A mindshift is needed, as Ole Jensen said
-	� It may come voluntarily or will be forced upon us by 

reality.

number 2:

Man is a living and thus also deadly organism and as akll 
other organisms dependent of nature. In 2111
-	� There are (still) biological imperatives: Death, essential 

needs and the culturally induced basic needs
-	� There are still anthropological taboos: murder, canni-

balism, incest
-	� There are still sovereign life-expressions (Løgstrup) 

like: Openness, confidence, compassion, sincerity.
-	� Having these qualities and values attached to them we 

will also have room for policy.

Number 3:

Nature exists
-	� The natural laws on matter, processes and organisms 

are still valid
-	� Man recognize himself as an organism and he thus 

care for his health and wellbeing/wellness
-	� Nature always/ most often ‘knows best’
-	� Many people feel a need of a reduction of complexity: 

Simple living
-	� Many recognize nature as important for their own 

identification, recreation and thys somatic and spiritual 
health.

Number 4:

-	� A hundred years from now Nature and environment 
are still under heavy pressure

-	 Nature needs Space, coherence, time and protection.
-	� If citizens in the democratic society shall support this, 

then they need access to nature

-	� You only protect what you love, you only love what you 
know, you only know what you have met.

Number 5

Looking for the future in the present:
-	� Nostalgia is (still) abound: eg. ‘Bonderøven’, village life, 

wildlife and landscapes in advertisement like ‘Closer to 
nature’

-	� Simple – organic living has besom more common: 
Organic-grown food, bicycles, communal life.

-	� “We already knows enough” – Who are we? 
-	� ‘The proof of the pudding is the eating’ So let’s see 

what is practiced with what we already knows.

Number 6

Svanholm:
-	 Organic food production
-	� Large-scale benefits for the 100 dwellers eg. Shared 

cars
-	 Reuse of materials and clotrhing
-	� New more modest lifestyle when it comes to material 

and energy
-	� “More music – less material goods (more software – 

less hardware)

Number 7

Christiania:
-	 Freedom
-	 Art (there live c. 50 artists among the 800 inhabitants)
-	 Justice (facilities should not only be for the rich)
-	 Close to /acess to nature
-	 Houses made by reused materials
-	 Neighbor heating
-	 Agenda-21 plans

Number 8

These examples demonstrate that besides of natural 
scientific and technical means human (lifestyle) and 
social means (incl. culture) are important – mey be mare 
important.
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rethinking mass human culture. They innovate how we can 
produce and fit together, but not how we use or consume. 
To paraphrase Lord Anthony Giddens, speaking at the 
World Climate Solutions Conference 2010; “We need to 
innovate not only production but also consumption.” 5

From ’consumption’ to ’use’

This supports a move towards a new urban culture in 
which today’s pattern of consumption is completely 
redefined. This is not only about cutting back on what we 
consume, but rather changing how we consume. 
	 Recycling is our current answer to reprocessing waste 
(and even the recycling industry is vastly underdeveloped). 
But when we realize that consumption and use are two 
different things, we will stop making waste out of products 
and components that can instead be re-circulated and used 
again many times over. You use your computer, you don’t 
consume it, you consume you breakfast! In an intelligent 
future, there is no such thing as waste. Since resources are 
scarce, our currency of the future is our material, and this 
makes major business sense. That is why, this will, sooner 
or later take off. 
	 Until the 99% win the battle over the 1% and declare 
the end of capitalism, then we can exploit capitalism as our 
means to make change. The power of ethics is unfortuna-
tely not yet as strong as the power of purchase. What we 
can do now is mobilize the global consumer into releasing 
all the material which they have bought and used. This 

material can never be allowed to become waste. 
	 Organic material such as surplus foods can be redi-
rected to feed agriculture, pharmaceutical and bio-energy 
industries with vital biological nutrients. Man-made ma-
terial such as plastics and metals can be redirected back to 
the product development industries which rely on them as 
source material. So, let’s stop talking about how to decrease 
human impact on nature and start to support innovation 
which increases the positive impact on both nature and 
our own anthrosphere. 
	 The place to start this innovation is in our cities since 
these are where we are most and where we are closest 
together. This makes cities the hub of innovation. Let us 
design in this context instead of constructing a new one. 
Let us start designing new forms of urban living. 

Notes:
1. �The economist and sociologist, Lord Anthony Giddens 

speaking at the World Climate Solutions Conference 2010 
in Copenhagen, Denmark.

2. �Dongtan City plan by British engineers, Arup is a plan for 
a new eco-city on the island of Chongming in Shanghai, 
China.

3. �Masdar in Abu Dhabi is a new city designed by Foster and 
Partners and claims to be a zero carbon and zero waste 
city.

4. �Seasteads are communities or entire cities on the ocean 
built on ships, floating platforms or piled and fixed plat-
forms similar to oil rigs. See The Seasteading Institute on 
http://seasteading.org/ and the Ecomonist, December 
2011 under section; Technology Quarterly. 

5. Same as 1. 

In an intelligent future, 

there is no such thing as 

waste. Since resources 

are scarce, our currency 

of the future is our mate-

rial, and this makes major 

business sense.

urban minds / ‘system-us’

We need to design new forms of living, not new 

forms of city. Creating mini-parallel worlds/

new forms of cities shut off from one other 

doesn’t help the wider context, on the contrary 

it undermines it by saying, ‘if we can’t fix here, we 

relocate somewhere else’.  

	T he big question is not how one city can 

provide for itself, but how a global network of 

cities and the network of productive landscapes 

in between can provide for each other. We need 

to reach a new system and a new agenda for re-

source trading which is both local and global 

at the same time. 

By Dominic Balmforth, architect and partner House of Futures

At the beginning of 2012, half of us in the world live in 
cities. By 2050, this figure is due to rise to 70%. Urban 
population is the dominant portion, both in terms number 
and impact. Meeting the needs of a rising urban popula-
tion with a diminishing stock of global resources is a great 
challenge, but not an impossibility. 
	 First, we can start to address big cities as systems 
which we can change and not only systems which are 
self-generating. Second, we can make serious changes in 
the way we currently conceive and manage urban density, 
urban organization and urban culture. 
	 We need more people living in less space than before, 
we need a new system to govern a more effective flow of 
all resources and we need the mass of human to be part 
of system-us, instead of a system-me-and-mine. To do 
this, we must regain our lost confidence in making radical 
but realistic visions of how our future cities can work. As 
Lord Anthony Giddens suggests, we can make ‘utopian 
realities’1.

just add people!

We are making some attempts to prototype what future 
cities could look like, but these often exclude the pri-
mary driving force to sustain urban life; people. We are 

only making proposals for density without inspiring new 
human activity. We are drawing up fancy new structures to 
house more of the same. These are the images, visions, and  
illusions, I would argue, of urban and sometimes so-called 
eco-utopias. Examples are Dongtan eco-city in China2, 
Masdar in Abu Dhabi3 and Seasteads proposed for oceans 
across the globe4. Engineers are piecing together the nuts 
and bolts of these new places and architects are making 
them look good. 
	 These are technological and visual images of the future. 
These design a new form of city, but then import an old 
(and outmoded) form of urban life. We are not invited to 
create and define these places via a different, innovative 
way of life. We are simply invited to move in and live with 
the finished product once it is complete. This is not to say 
that these cities won’t turn out to be examples of sustaina-
ble cities, but if they do, this will be the result of a new 
form of urban living progressively changing the city’s form 
and not the opposite. 
	 Other issues of the eco-city are those of re-location 
and autonomy. Why aren’t eco-city schemes embedded 
within existing cities? Surely the challenge is not to create 
new green enclaves removed from the existing city or 
the rest of the world, but to rethink the urban world we 
already have and, in particular, rethink the relationship and 
interdependency between the urban and the rural. 
	 Even if the eco-city manages to be completely off-grid 
and autonomous with regard to energy provision and in-
ternal mobility, will it ever really be self-sufficient with re-
gards to food, clean water, household products or clothing 
brands? Will there be new laws to forbid the exchange of 
resources across city boundaries? 
	 For now, the Masdar and Dongtan models can most 
usefully serve as showcases for how far we have come with 
innovating production. Focus areas for this innovation 
are energy and mobility. These places can both house new 
technologies and synergize these new technologies. In 
doing so, they can show how less (non-renewable) energy 
and smarter mobility can provide for more. They begin to 
propose adequate solutions for density, make an attempt on 
infrastructure and organization, but are still far away from 
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it’s in the air. As the ending ritual of Day Two (3 November), bobbles of visions, stories and wisdom were blown into the 

air. The ritual was facilitated by Future Mind Tours, who posed these questions: What is the final blow that makes an acorn 

fall? Where does it land? And who picks it up? Because as we say in Acorn Falls: “The future’s in an acorn”  ... watch the videos about the two-day seminar “doing good, thanks!” at www.in100y.dk


